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The American Hero Band is available 
free of charge at the Virtual Armory web 
site. 
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Air Guard breaks ground on new building
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The 203rd RED HORSE Squadron members and guests conducted a groundbreaking ceremony for the unit’s new Troop 
Training Quarters building under sunny skies on Dec. 17. Taking part in the ceremony with 203rd Commander Lt. Col. Paul 
Julian (far left) are (left to right) ARC Design President Ahmed Hassan, 81st District Delegate Terrie Suit, City of Virginia Beach 
Mayor Meyera Oberndorf, TESORO Corporation President Dennis Gilbert, and Col. Johnny Haikey, Chief Executive Officer for 
the Virginia Air National Guard.

By Maj. Debbie Magaldi
Air Guard Public Affairs Officer

The 203rd RED HORSE Squadron 
broke ground in December on a new Troop 
Training Quarters building. The ceremony 
-- attended by local and state dignitaries, 
presidents of the companies contracted to 
design and build the facility, and Virginia 
National Guard leaders and members -- 
took place at the State Military Reservation 
in Virginia Beach on Dec. 17.

In his remarks before the actual 
groundbreaking, 203rd Commander Lt. 
Col. Paul Julian extended a sincere thank 
you to everyone who had worked so 
diligently in securing the $2.4 million in 
Congressional funding for this project. “We 
will now see your efforts come to fruition,” 
he said. “With the 203rd’s extended lease 
of this site, the new Troop Training and 
Quarters building will provide additional 

classroom training space and modern 
billeting facilities for our HORSEMEN 
and other joint service users. As a civil 
engineer and land surveyor by trade, it is 
exciting to witness a project go from paper 
to reality.”

He then invited the special guests to 
accompany him into the area where the new 
facility will be built. For the groundbreaking, 
Colonel Julian accompanied by 81st District 
Delegate Terrie Suit; Virginia Beach Mayor 
Meyera Oberndorf; Col. Johnny Haikey, 
Chief Executive Officer for the Virginia 
Air National Guard; Ahmed Hassan, ARC 
Design Group president; and Dennis 
Gilbert, TESORO Corporation president, 
put shovel to dirt to commemorate the 
beginning of the project.

The 16,000 square foot facility 
designed by ARC Design Group will 
provide approximately 1,100 square feet 
of classroom space and 34 billeting rooms. 

The billeting rooms will include 16 single, 
16 doubles and two VIP rooms. The design 
of the new facility will compliment the 
other 203rd facilities located on the State 
Military Reservation.

The new building will enhance unit 
training by providing additional classroom 
and computer access, according to 
Colonel Julian. “This will provide an 
ideal environment for readily training and 
supervising unit members for their military 
job specialties as well as wartime training,” 
he said. An additional benefit for out-of-
town HORSEMEN will be the billeting 
facilities within the building. “It will offer 
our personnel a ‘sense of home’ here at 
the 203rd and give the unit ‘beddown’ 
capabilities during mobilizations,” the 
commander added.

TESORO Corporation will build the 
facility and anticipates the project will be 
completed on or before October 2005.

By Master Sgt. Peter Martens
192nd Fighter Wing Historian

Senior Master Sgt. Dorothy M. Tatem, 
the Stock Fund Manager in the 192nd 
Logistic Readiness Squadron, has retired 
after 30 years of exemplary service with the 
Air National Guard. Tatem is recognized 
for her accomplishments and for being 
the first black female to enter the unit in 
November 1973. She also became the 
first female member to receive full time 
technician status in the Virginia National 
Guard the following year in June 1974.  

Originally from Elizabeth City, N.C., 
Tatem moved to Richmond after completing 
college in Columbia S.C.  After working 
one year with the Bank of Virginia, she 
answered a classified ad in the paper 
about the part time job in the Virginia Air 
National Guard. She had always wanted 
to join the Air Force and this was the 
next thing to it. Her first duty assignment 
was as a traditional guardsman with the 
Accounting and Finance department.  

Her most memorable time in the unit 
was working with Brig. Gen. Wilbur Rose, 
192nd Tactical Fighter Group Commander 
and Col Basil Evans, 192nd Mission 
Support Commander who helped give her 
support needed to organize the first “Flight 
of the African American Guardsmen of 
VaANG” Banquet during Black History 
Month, February 1991. That event was 
most special to her as it was dedicated to 
our unit’s first black airman, Master Sgt. 
John ‘Pop’ Lewis. 
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Ground breaking Air Guard NCO retires
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Master Sgt. Gerald Golden makes a presentation to Senior Master Sgt. Dorothy M. 
Tatem at her retirement ceremony .

By Staff Sgt. Tammy Spence
GuardPost Staff Writer

Master Sgt. Robert Cossel at National Guard Bureau has come 
up with a new way to show support Soldiers: The American Hero 
Band. It can be ordered by going to the virtual armory website 
(www.virtualarmory.com) and clicking on “Hero Band” in the top 
left corner. 

 According to the web site, the American Hero Band is a free 
wrist band worn by Americans to demonstrate their support of the 
“Defenders of Freedom” who are Army National Guard Soldiers 
deployed across the globe.

Engraved on the metallic wrist band are the words IN 
HONOR OF AN AMERICAN HERO, SERVING IN THE 

ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD. These 
words are flanked 
left by the Army 
National Guard 
logo and right by 
the American Flag. 
There is also an 
inscription of the 
National Guard 
web site, www.
Vi r t u a l A r m o r y.
com, and a unique serial number engraved inside this 
commemorative wrist band.

Honor an American Soldier with a “Hero Band”


